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DIRECTOR'S NOTES
Inspired by the comic strip Little Orphan Annie, this musical tells
the story of a young girl finding optimism in dark times. “Annie”
is often admired as a classic in the theatre community and was
heavily awarded, including the Tony for “Best Musical”, after
opening in Broadway’s Alvin Theater. The story begins after the
stock market plummeted. The Great Depression ravaged the
nation throughout the 1930s, including the still-alluring New York
City. However, within the walls of an orphanage, hope can be
found. Annie, a young orphan, provides leadership and a sense
of comfort for all the other girls in the malicious Miss Hannigan’s
orphanage. Despite the constant challenges Annie is faced with,
she is filled with optimism about her parents, life circumstances,
and what can come tomorrow. Annie warms the hearts of all
those around her, eventually leading to a new life for herself and
those she cares most about. This endearing tale reinforces the
idea that Annie staying true to herself and keeping a positive
mindset, leads to her life-changing for the better and discovering
the true meaning of family. It is truly these core themes that bring
artists back to create, and audiences back to absorb.
As someone who has always held this story close to my heart, I
wanted this production to be special for everyone involved. In our
production, we aim to highlight the central themes of resilience
and positivity by encouraging a cheerful environment for all those
involved in the show. I hope that by showing kindness, optimism,
and how much we value all members of this cast, those creating
the show will feel that their theatre experience was educational
and uplifting. Our show would not be possible without everyone
on our team, including our incredible interns who have really
stepped forward to make “Annie” happen. I hope that as you
take in this show, you are able to reflect on your own experiences
with showing kindness, maintaining hope, choosing those who
you share your love with, and that you carry the message that it
sends with you today, and all your future “tomorrows”.

Profiles
BRENNA FARRIS (Director) Brenna is thrilled to

be directing CCT’s production of Annie Kids! Her
CCT experience started with Alice in Wonderland
(as Queen of Hearts) and most recently, she was in
You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown (as Lucy) and
Cinderella (assistant stage manager). She gained
technical and production experience working with
Classical Academy Vista and BTAA in positions such
as assistant director, choreographer, assistant production/technical
manager, assistant costume and makeup designer, microphone
technician and videographer. When she is not devoting copious
amounts of time to theatre, Brenna is earning a BA at UCSD and
loves walking her Sandy (aka Mookie) at the dog beach. Brenna
would like to give a huge thank you to CCT for the opportunity
to direct this inspiring show! She also wants to thank the rock-star
production team for their creativity and immense effort. In addition,
Brenna would like to thank her family, God, coaches, friends, and
her first director Mr. Gearhart. She hopes you all enjoy the show!

KADEN CAMPBELL AD/Technical Director) has

come to Carlsbad Community Theater after having
done stage management and sound design for
CAV’s Musical Theater and professional videography
for CAHS’s Musical Theater. He is studying computer
science at Palomar College in San Marcos. Though
he has never performed on stage, he has frequently
assisted with the technical aspect of numerous
performances over the last four years. In his free time, he sings, plays
piano, and directs short films.

LYDIA SCHMIDT (Musical Director) is a junior BFA

Musical Theatre student at the University of Arizona,
and is so thrilled to be Musically Directing this show!
Some of her favorite credits include Mia in LEGO
Friends: Friends to the Rescue! (Legoland,) Millie
in Thoroughly Modern Millie (CCT,) and featured
vocalist in the new musical Justice (ATC.) After
performing in shows with CCT for more than 10 years,
it is exciting to be on the other side of the table. She is very proud of
everyone in this wonderful cast, and she hopes you enjoy the show!

Profiles
KAYLEN LASH (Choreographer) is overjoyed to

be returning to CCT after choreographing last fall’s
production of You’re A Good Man Charlie Brown.
Kaylen has spent the past decade as a musical
theater performer, and the past 5 years being a
freelance choreographer throughout parts of North
County. She recently graduated from MiraCosta
College with an Associates Degree in Liberal Arts:
Arts & Humanities. Being an alumni of Carlsbad High School, she
was very involved in the show choir world which has evolved into
becoming head choreographer for various show choirs throughout
CUSD including Carlsbad High School’s “Encore” & “Purple
Reign”, Valley Middle School’s “Showstoppers”, and Calavera Hills
Middle School’s “Sound Sensations”. She also had the pleasure of
choreographing Guajome Park Academy’s production of Once on
this Island back in 2019. Favorite credits include Grace Clements
in Working: A Musical, Lucinda in Into the Woods, and Isabel in
Pirates of Penzance (MiraCosta College), as well as Jetsam in The
Little Mermaid and Princess Fiona in Shrek: The Musical (Carlsbad
Community Theater). She is very grateful to have such a wonderful
team of passionate, creative, and strong women by her side to
help bring this show to life with these amazing kiddos in a whole two
weeks! We hope you enjoy the show :) [IG: @kaylen.lash]

JOCELYN LASH (Stage Manager) is thrilled to be joining the creative
side of CCT after being a performer on stage for over the past
decade. This is her first opportunity as a stage manager within the
theater industry and can’t wait to continue her journey behind
the scenes. As a recent graduate from Carlsbad High School, she
will be working as a technical director and show designer for the
show choir competition sets and shows within the Carlsbad Unified
School District. Favorite theatre credits include Snoopy in You’re A
Good Man Charlie Brown, Valentine/Dance Core in Mary Poppins
(NYA Nomination) (Carlsbad Community Theater), as well as Brooke
Wyndham in Legally Blonde Jr., and Kira/Cleo in Xanadu Jr. (Valley
Middle School). She is beyond grateful to have an amazing creative
team of women alongside her to bring such a lovely show to life
with these incredibly talented kids. [IG: @jocelynlash]

Cast Profiles

(ALPHABETICAL ORDER)

Adalee Fournier (Pepper) is delighted to be a part of the CCT production of Annie. She
has participated in many plays like Wizard of Oz, Willy Wonka, Seussical, and Beauty
and the bestie. She enjoys playing soccer, playing guitar piano, and spending time
with her family and friends. Adalee is looking forward to spending a lot more time
in theater.
Allé Darwin (Bundles/Drake)
followed The Carlsbad Community Theatre and
many of their amazing productions from a young age. He loves to brag of his list
that includes Beauty and the Beast, Peter Pan, Jr., Mary Poppins, Thoroughly Modern
Millie, The Little Mermaid, High School Musical and You’re A Good Man Charlie
Brown. This grew his passion for the theater and Allé then joined The Carlsbad
Showcase Company in 2018. Allé has done multiple productions including Showcase
Company’s- The Addams Family Young, Lion King, Jr., and Frozen, Jr. The stage, the experience
and the friendships has given Allé such confidence. In his spare time from acting, Allé enjoys
photography and sketching. Allé is only in Middle School but knows he wants to study and
pursue his passion for Arts.
Annika Spevak (Grace Farrell) is delighted to be a part of CCT’s production of Annie.
Living in Carlsbad with her family, she first appeared on stage at the age of nine as
Serafina in The Lion King. She has been part of Classical Academy Vista’s musical
theater program for the past four years. Her most recent role was Maleficent in
Descendants. She loves science, history, karate, archery and attending musicals with
her family. Annika hopes to continue to perform, and sincerely thanks everyone for
coming to today’s performance.
Cameron Popp (President Roosevelt/Old Man) Cameron Popp is 10 years old and is
going into 5th grade next year at Magnolia Elementary. His favorite things to do
are gaming, playing baseball, and hanging out with friends. This show is his first
experience with musical theater.
Carli King (Miss Hannigan) an 8th grader at Valley Middle School is delighted to play
the role of Miss Hannigan with Carlsbad Community Theatre. Carli recently played
Scarecrow in the KTN production of Wizard of Oz, along with The Man In The Yellow
Suit from Tuck Everlasting. Carli is working hard to pursue a career in acting and
performing arts. She is also a committed equestrian and has two horses. But most
importantly, Carli enjoys forming friendships and making new connections with her
cast. She loves every friend she makes!
Christian Popp (Rooster Hannigan) is 12 years old and is heading into 8th grade. He has
four brothers and likes to act, sing, and play sports. He has played past roles such as
Pugsley Addams in The Addams Family and Sir Harry in Once Upon A Mattress.

Cast Profiles
Ella Rosenblum (Lily St. Regis) She is an optimistic, passionate, and hardworking
individual. She strives to learn the most she can everyday. During downtime, Ella
loves to put her time into making artwork. She is a very athletic person and has been
playing soccer since she was six years old. But soccer is not the only sport she has
participated in. She also loves tennis, golf, and swimming. Ella adores getting into
any character that is given to her and plays it her best. As an expressive actress, she
is always confident and up for everything. Due to her love of dancing and singing, she always
works hard on learning every bit of her role till satisfaction.
Elliot Martinez (Lt. Ward) (They/Them) is in 8th grade and goes to Cesar Chavez in
Middle School. Productions they have done before are 12 angry jurors, juror 5,
Heathers the musical the youth version, JD, and many more. Like to thank their
amazing cast, without them, they would not be possible! They would also like to
thank their director, producer, and all the interns who are helping put this production
together. They would like to thank the director and creative team for making this a
safe space for them to perform! Much love.
Ezekiel Edelmann (Apple Seller/Louis Howe) 10 years old - I am starting at Valley Middle
School in the Fall and I am looking forward to joining Show Stoppers. My first show
was Aladdin when I was 9 at Star Theatre and I can't wait to join the cast of Annie. My
hobbies include singing, running, and collecting Pokeman cards. I want to thank my
family, especially my sister Bella for all her help.
Fabian Munoz Hernandez (Bert Healy/Intern Costume Design) is 13 years old and is excited
to start CHS next year. Fabian has been doing theatre at Valley Middle School playing
as Ancestor in Addams Family, and the Wizard in Once Upon A Mattress. Fabian likes
to work on the tech side of theatre as well as be on the stage. Thank you to my
parents for support and my sister Anahi.
Gemma Schmidt (July/Star-to-be/Intern Choreographer) is a sophomore at CHS who is
involved in the choir program and occasionally the theatre program! She has done
many shows through CCT, Ovation’s Something Rotten, and was formally in CCT
Showcase! Gemma loves to sing, dance, and act! She is so happy to be interning and
cast in this show! She has helped with choreo and loved spending time with the cast!
Gemma wants to thank her mom and dad for driving here in the morning when they
would otherwise be asleep! Enjoy the show!
Jaelynn Cruz (Kate/Intern Makeup/Wig) is 14 years old going to be a Freshman at Carlsbad
High School in the Fall. She is in the Advanced Mixed Showchoir at her school and
is excited to start her high school journey. Annie is her first stage production ever
and she is loving it so far. In her free time she likes to do fashion design, digital art
design, makeup design, and sing. She has helped with set design and makeup and
hair design with CHS showchoir in the last year and can’t wait to continue to grow
within the visual arts community. She would like to thank Brenna, Lydia, and Kaylen for giving
her the opportunity to help out with this production.

Alumni Showcase Company

Current Showcase Company

Cast Profiles
Jennifer Gonzalez is a junior at Carlsbad High School in which she has been a member
of the intermediate show choir Purple Reign, and is excited to continue her choir
journey in the Advanced Mixed Show Choir. Jennifer has performed in two shows
which include Legally Blonde, Aladdin, and now extremely grateful to be in Annie
as Usherette and Assistant Music Director. She loves to practice playing guitar and
keyboard, as well as spend time with her family/friends. Jennifer is beyond thrilled to
be part of Annie and would like to thank her family, Lydia, and CCT for providing their endless
support.
Kai DiMaggio (Oliver Warbucks) is a 15 year old sophomore at Carlsbad High School. A
lot of his time is dedicated to his high school show choir where he gets to perform
with many of his closest friends. He has a passion for theater and performing!! He’s
played Grandpa Potts in Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, Mortimor The Man Who Dies in
The Fantasticks, Race in The Newsies and will be in All Shook Up coming this fall.
When Kai’s not on stage he can be found at one of many local skate parks. He loves
discovering and listening to music of all genres from show tunes to hip hop to punk rock. He
also enjoys spending time with his friends and family. Kai is very excited to be Oliver Warbucks
in Annie and is looking forward to his first production with Carlsbad Community Theatre!
Katalina Smith (Usherette/Intern Music Director) is currently a sophomore at Carlsbad
High and is part of the advanced show choir there. She started musical theatre in
4th grade. Her first show with Carlsbad community theater was Alice in Wonderland.
Throughout the years she has been in many productions including Wizard of Oz,
beauty and the beast, Peter Pan and Elf Jr. Katalina plays Plays piano ukulele and
guitar and loves to sing and dance. She is thrilled to be back at CCT assisting the
next generation and helping with production. All though she started as just the set designer
intern, she is very excited to also be apart of the cast as the orphan Tessie.

the show!

Nikki Duchene (Intern Director) is in Nikki (15) began her love of theatre at the age of
7 and has been in 20 shows. Some of her favorites include Annie, Les Miserables,
The Addams Family, Thoroughly Modern Millie, High School Musical and Into the
Woods. She has recently enjoyed being a part of the tech crew for 4 shows. When
not on (or back) stage, Nikki enjoys swimming, baking and playing video games. She
would like to thank CCT, Shandra and the creative team for this opportunity. Enjoy

Reagan Young (Duffy/Intern Prop Design) is a 15 year old sophomore attending La Costa
Canyon High School. Reagan's favorite show with CCT was You’re a Good Man,
Charlie Brown as Violet. She's been in a total of 13 shows, and was part of the CCT
Showcase Company for 2 years. She has performed at the House of Blues San Diego
7 times. She is also learning the piano, as well as the ukulele and guitar. Reagan
wants to thank everyone involved in the Annie production, as well as her family and
friends for their continuous support.
Rose Palke (Sandy) is 5 years old. She is about to start Kindergarten at Hope Elementary.
She loves theater, music, playing piano, and dancing. She is a seasoned theatergoer.
Watching her sister and mom being on stage in local theater productions, Rose
decided it was her turn now. She is excited about her debut in Annie Kids and is
grateful for the opportunity.

Cast Profiles
Sibelle Tarzi (Molly) is 12 years old and in the 7th grade. She has been in productions
such as Beauty and the Beast, Nutcracker, and Frozen Jr. where she was apart of the
ensemble and a featured dancer. Some of her hobbies include playing the drums,
and collecting crystals. She would like to thank her parents, her aunt Kari, and the
awesome Annie creative team!
Sophia McKenna (Intern Producer) is so excited to join the awesome Annie creative
team as producer’s intern! She has been in many shows with cct, her favorites being
Frozen and Cinderella where she played Kristoff and the Wicked Stepmother. Sophia
is 17 years old and her hobbies include playing the piano and making student films!
She would like to thank her family and friends for their support and the Annie
creative team for giving her this opportunity. Enjoy the show!
Therese Schanzenbach (Annie) is an incoming freshman and is 13, this is her second
performance with CCT and she is thrilled to be in Annie! This is her 8th show, a few
of her favorites are, Willy Wonka (Charlie), Matilda (Matilda) and Your A Good Man
Charlie Brown (Sally) She would like to thank Brenna, the whole CCT team and her
Family for being at every show and always supporting and loving her! All the glory
to God!

Remember to send your star a gram!
Alumni Showcase Company

Current Showcase Company

Musical Numbers
Act 1
SCENE 1: NEW YORK CITY MUNICIPAL
ORPHANAGE DECEMBER 1933.......................................................
"MAYBE"........................................... Annie, Molly, Tessie, July,
....................................................................... Kate, Duffy, Pepper
"IT'S A HARD KNOCK LIFE".............. Annie, Molly, Tessie, July,
....................................................................... Kate, Duffy, Pepper
SCENE 2: NEW YORK CITY STREET CORNER
"TOMORROW"......................................................Annie, Sandy
SCENE 3: MISS HANNIGAN'S OFFICE
"LITTLE GIRLS".....................................................Miss Hannigan
"EASY STREET"...............................Miss Hannigan, Rooster, Lily
SCENE 4: THE WARBUCKS MANSION
"NYC"............................Warbucks, Grace, Annie, Star-To-Be,
............................................................Grumpy Old Man, All Cast

Intermission
SCENE 5: THE WARBUCKS MANSION
SCENE 6: THE RADIO BROADCAST BOOTH/THE ORPHANAGE
"YOU'RE NEVER FULLY DRESSED WITHOUT A SMILE"................
............................................................................. Tessie, July, Kate
...........................................................................................Orphans
SCENE 7: THE WARBUCKS MANSION
SCENE 8: THE WARBUCKS MANSION
"MAYBE (reprise)"............................................................. Annie
"TOMORROW (reprise)"................ Warbucks, Annie, All Cast

(In order of appearance)

Cast Members

ANNIE.......................................................Therese Schanzenbach
MOLLY........................................................................... Sibelle Tarzi
PEPPER...................................................................Adalee Fournier
DUFFY..................................................................... Reagan Young
JULY.....................................................................Gemma Schmidt
TESSIE.......................................................................Katalina Smith
KATE........................................................................... Jaelynn Cruz
MISS HANNIGAN............................................................ Carli King
BUNDLES........................................................................ Alle Darwin
APPLE SELLER..................................................... Ezekiel Edelmann
SANDY............................................................................Rose Palke
LT WARD.................................................................... Elliot Martinez
ROOSTER HANNIGAN............................................ Christian Popp
LILY ST. REGIS.......................................... Ella Danielle Rosenblum
GRACE FARRELL.....................................................Annika Spevak
OLIVER WARBUCKS.................................................. Kai DiMaggio
DRAKE........................................................................... Alle Darwin
SERVANTS............................. Cameron Popp, Ezekiel Edelmann
STAR-TO-BE.........................................................Gemma Schmidt
USHERETTE......................................................... Jennifer Gonzalez
BERT HEALY..........................................Fabian Munoz Hernandez
PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.................. Cameron Popp
LOUIS HOWE...................................................... Ezekiel Edelmann

INTERNSHIP LEADS
Nikki Duchene - Intern Director
Gemma Schmidt - Intern Choreographer
Jennifer Gonzalez - Intern Music Director
Katalina Smith - Intern Set Design
Fabian Munoz Hernandez - Intern Costumer
Jaelynn Cruz - Intern Make Up/Wig
Sophia McKenna - Intern Producer/Crew
Reagan Young - Inter Prop Design

Creative Team
PRODUCERS........................................................... Shandra Knight
DIRECTOR....................................................................Brenna Farris
CHOREOGRAPHER...................................................... Kaylen Lash
MUSIC DIRECTOR/CONDUCTOR............................ Lydia Schmidt
COSTUME DESIGNERS............................................. Lydia Schmidt
STAGE MANAGERS................................................. Jocelynn Lash
ASST. STAGE MANAGER............................................. Kaylen Lash
SET DESIGNER....................................................................Jon Lash
MARKETING/PROGRAM....................................... Shandra Knight
HEADSHOTS/VIDEO...........................................Kaden Campbell
BIO DESIGN..............................................................Rachelle Lash
REFRESHMENTS/STARGRAMS................................Hope Duchene
HOUSE MANAGER.........................................................Jill Schmidt
RAFFLE DRAWING COORDINATOR...........................Wendy Farris
LOBBY DECOR/FLOWERS.........................................Rachelle Lash
SOUND ENGINEER............................................. Kaden Campbell
LIGHTING DESIGNER................................................... Salisha Carr
STAGE CREW......Sophia McKenna, Fabian Munoz Hernandez,
...............Jennifer Gonzalez, Gemma Schmidt, Katalina Smith,
.......................................................Jaelynn Cruz, Reagan Young
SPOT LIGHT...................................................... Charlie Hernandez

THERE WILL BE A 15 MINUTE INTERMISSION
snacks and drinks in lobby for purchase

Special Thanks

to our donors and supporters who help
make the theatre magic happen:

The Lawrence Family
Judy McMahon
Guillermo Castaneda
And of course, you cannot put a
price on all those who have volunteered to
ensure that this production is a success.
Please accept our heartfelt appreciation.

Special Thanks To the

Carlsbad Community
Cultural Arts Center
Manager
Brianna McClure
Staff
Salisha Carr
Adrian Dominguez
Esther Thelen
This production was made possible by the City of
Carlsbad Arts Grant. This grant allowed CCT to
have youth teen interns as part of the production of
this show. These interns shadowed our creative staff
and trained to be future directors, choreographers,
music directors, set designer, lighting design, spot
light, costumers, make-up artist, wigs, prop builders, and everything else that happens behind the
scenes to get a show to the stage. Not only were
the interns learning the backside of the stage but,
you will see them as part of the cast on the stage.
With their help, this production went from the first
day of rehearsal to the stage in two weeks! This is
a unique group and CCT is extremely grateful, and
proud of their accomplishment!

About Carlsbad Community Theatre
(Patrons of the Arts)
The Patrons of the Arts Foundation, operating as Carlsbad Community Theatre, provides
high quality performing arts experiences in order to inspire, enrich, and foster creative
growth in the community. We are dedicated to cultural expression and transforming lives
by offering year round education in our ongoing youth classes, events, and productions
featuring artists of all ages.
The Patrons of the Arts Foundation is a California non-profit corporation as defined by the
IRS, section 501c3. Please contact us at
P.O. Box 1956, Carlsbad CA 92018-1956 ph.(760)931-8709
www.carlsbadcommunitytheatre.com and join us on facebook, instagram, twitter.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Jon Lash
Vice President 			
Samara Tricarico
Co Treasurer
Wendy Farris/Shandra Knight
Recording Secretary		
Jill Schmidt
Board Members–Julie Krone, Hope Duchene,
Genevieve Koesling, Rachelle Lash, Lea Quirin,
Samara Tricarico, Dewey Decking, Myles Vencill,
Sharon Duchi

q

TOM MCMAHON
Carlsbad Village Theatre

In Memoriam

r

The Tom McMahon Memorial Scholarship has
been set up to provide youth support and
opportunities to participate in theatre programs.
For more information see our website
www.carlsbadcommunitytheatre.com

arlsbad
ommunity Theatre

Coming Up Next...

Show Dates
November 10th - 14th
For more information go to
www.carlsbadcommunitytheatre.com

